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NFLRA RECOGNIZES RETIREMENT OF THREE OUTSTANDING OFFICIALS 

Head Linesman John McGrath, Line Judge Tony Veteri, Jr., and Field Judge Bob Waggoner Announced 

Decisions to Retire Following 2016 Season 

WASHINGTON – The NFL Referees Association (NFLRA) recognizes three outstanding members who have 

announced their retirements following the conclusion of the 2016 season. John McGrath, Tony Vereti, Jr. and Bob 

Waggoner will be honored at the NFLRA Annual Meeting in April for their impressive officiating careers. 

“These men have had extensive and impressive careers in NFL officiating,” said Scott Green, NFLRA Executive 

Director. “We have been fortunate to have them as colleagues and friends. They will be missed on the field but 

will always be a part of our fraternity. We wish the absolute best in their retirements.” 

Game officials John McGrath, Tony Veteri, Jr. and Bob Waggoner notified the union and the NFL earlier this 

year that they have decided to retire from their positions. 

John McGrath (Head Linesman, No. 5) leaves the field after 15 NFL seasons. The University of Kentucky 

graduate spent his entire career at the HL position and was assigned to Super Bowl XLIV and 11 additional NFL 

Playoff games. 

“What a great opportunity to work with some of the best people and officials in the world. I loved every game. I 

always said I wanted to go out on my own terms, and I did,” said John McGrath. 

Tony Veteri, Jr. (Line Judge, No. 36) spent 25 NFL seasons as an official. During that time, the Manhattan 

College alum worked Super Bowl XXXV, a Pro Bowl and 17 Wild Card, Divisional and Championship games. 

“I am proud to have had the privilege to wear the number of my dad who worked Super Bowls II, VII, XII and 

XV. I’m incredibly thankful to all who supported me on my officiating journey. It was really the best of times,” 

Veteri said. 

Bob Waggoner (Field Judge, No. 25) enjoyed a 20-year NFL officiating career where he filled in at every 

position. The Juniata College graduate was assigned to work Super Bowls at two different positions, Super Bowl 

XL and XLIX at Back Judge and Field Judge, respectively. 

“While I will not miss getting home at 2 a.m., I’ll miss all the wonderful people associated with NFL game days. 

I’m looking forward to spending more time with my grandchildren and finding that antique treasure,” Waggoner 

said. 
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