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NFL Refs Join NHL Refs in Objecting to Reducing Dennis 

Wideman’s Suspension 
Both Associations say it sends the wrong message to athletes at all levels  

 
The National Football League Referees Association (NFLRA) today announced their support of 
the National Hockey League Officials Association (NHLOA) criticizing the reduction of Calgary 
Flames defenseman Dennis Wideman’s suspension for viscously hitting NHL Linesman Don 
Henderson.  Wideman was originally suspended by the NHL for 20 games which was 
subsequently confirmed on appeal by NHL Commissioner Bettman, but that suspension has 
now been reduced to 10 games by an independent arbitrator last Friday. 
  
“We concur completely with the NHLOA’s objection to the reduced suspension.  Regardless of 
the sport, anytime an athlete makes unnecessary physical contact with an official there needs to 
be swift and certain punishment,” said NFLRA Executive Director Jim Quirk.     
 
Quirk continued, “Cutting the player’s suspension from 20 to 10 games while Linesman 
Henderson is expected to miss the remainder of the season due to the injury he sustained from 
the unnecessary hit, sends a horrible message about sportsmanship and the behavior of 
athletes.  The integrity of all sports rests with the conduct of the players and the enforcement of 
the rules by officials.  It’s a sad day when leniency is provided to an athlete who so directly 
violates this code of conduct and sportsmanship.” 
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About the National Football League Referees Association (NFLRA) 

The NFLRA is the sole and exclusive bargaining representative for all Game and Replay Officials of the National Football League. 

Governed by a Board of Directors elected by its membership and an Executive Director, the NFLRA also supports the 

advancement of the officiating profession at all levels as well as numerous charitable activities. 

For additional information please contact Jim Quirk, NFLRA Executive Director at 732-747-8834 or via email at 

NFLumpire@aol.com . 
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