
 
 

For Immediate Release 

March 29, 2018 

Online here: www.nflra.com/media  

 
 

NFLRA RECOGNIZES SEVEN OFFICIALS ON RETIREMENT 

Referees Ed Hochuli and Jeff Triplette, Side Judge Laird Hayes, Field Judge Buddy Horton, Down Judges Jim 

Howey and Ed Walker, and Replay Official Bill Spyksma retire at conclusion of 2017 season. 

 

WASHINGTON – The NFL Referees Association (NFLRA) recognizes seven members who have announced 

their retirements following the conclusion of the 2017 season. Laird Hayes, Ed Hochuli, Buddy Horton, Jim 

Howey, Jim Triplette, Ed Walker and Bill Spyksma will be honored at the NFLRA Annual Meeting in April for 

their outstanding officiating careers. 

“We congratulate these men on their NFL officiating careers,” said NFLRA President Tony Steratore. “This 

outstanding group has more than a collective 130 years of NFL officiating experience. They will be missed on the 

field, but each will forever be a part of our NFLRA family.” 

Laird Hayes (Side Judge, No. 125) had a 23-year NFL officiating career, earning three Super Bowl assignments 

(XXXVI in 2002, XXXVIII in 2004 and XLVI in 2012). The Princeton graduate was a catcher on the Tigers’ 

baseball team and went on to earn a master’s and a doctorate from UCLA. He was elevated to the NFL ranks in 

1995 after officiating in the Pac-10 for 13 years. 

“I want to thank my family for their encouragement and support every step of the way in my officiating career,” 

Hayes said. “Thank you to my officiating family - active, retired and those who are no longer with us - at every 

level since I began officiating football in 1976 - for everything they taught me, for their belief in me and for 

encouraging me to always do my best.”  

Buddy Horton (Field Judge, No. 82) worked at the Back Judge and Field Judge positions during his 19-year NFL 

officiating career. The Oregon State alum received an alternate Super Bowl assignment for Super Bowl XLI in 

2007 and officiated in 11 playoff games, including the NFC Championship in 2006. 

“It was an honor to officiate with the best football officials at the highest level,” said Horton. “I will miss the 

camaraderie, and I will cherish the friends and families I have made.  I want to thank all of the great officials that 

have helped with me achieve my officiating goals.” 
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Jim Howey (Down Judge, No. 37) started his NFL officiating career in 1999 at Back Judge before moving to 

Field Judge and eventually Down Judge in 2012. The versatile official wrapped his 19-year career as a Down 

Judge/Line Judge swing official in 2017. A graduate of Erskine College, he officiated three Pro Bowls and seven 

additional postseason assignments. 

“Being an NFL official for 19 years was a wonderful experience for me and my family,” said Howey. “We will 

always cherish the memories and the friendships.” 

Ed Walker (Down Judge, No. 123) joined the NFL ranks in 2014 as a Line Judge before making the move to 

Down Judge and is stepping down following lingering issues from an injury sustained in 2016. The San Jose State 

alum officiated for 10 seasons in the Pac-12 and was part of the inaugural class of the NFL Officiating 

Development Program. 

“I’d like to thank my family and friends for all of their support and encouragement throughout my entire 

officiating career, especially my NFL journey,” said Walker. “I was fortunate to have this incredible opportunity 

to work at the highest level of officiating and look forward to applying these fantastic experiences to new 

endeavors.” 

Jeff Triplette (Referee, No. 42) leaves the field after 22 NFL seasons. Triplette, an alum of Wake Forest and 

retired Army National Guard/Reserve colonel, was both a field judge and back judge before rising to referee in 

1999. Triplette, an alternate for Super Bowl XLI in 2007, served as an NFLRA Officer for more than a decade, 

including a term as President, and was instrumental in negotiations during the 2012 Lockout.  

“What I'll miss most is seeing rookie officials join the League and being a small part of helping them develop into 

professional football officials, both on and off the field,” said Triplette. “I'll also miss the three hours of 

exhilaration I felt on the field every week being part of our great game.” 

Ed Hochuli (Referee, No. 85) began his NFL officiating career in 1990 as a back judge and was promoted to the 

white hat position in 1992. He played linebacker and earned his undergraduate degree at UTEP before pursuing a 

J.D. at the University of Arizona. During his 28-year NFL officiating tenure, he refereed two Super Bowls, 

(XXXII in 1998 and XXXVIII in 2004) and was an alternate for three more. He was also an NFLRA Officer for 

six years, including three as President. 

Bill Spyksma (Replay Official) retires with 23 years of total NFL officiating experience. After a long collegiate 

officiating career that included 14 years in the Big Eight, he began on the field with the NFL as a Side Judge and 

Line Judge from 1995 to 2006. He moved to the replay booth in 2007 and earned the Replay Official assignment 

for Super Bowl XLVII in 2013.  

“The NFLRA looks forward to formally honoring the careers of these officials at our membership meeting in 

April,” said Scott Green, NFLRA Executive Director. “These men are not only colleagues, but friends as well, 

and we wish them all the best in their retirements from NFL officiating.” 
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