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DEAN LOOK NAMED 2018 NFLRA HONOREE 
The union recognizes Look for his 29-year NFL officiating career, including three Super Bowl assignments, and his tireless work 

as a mentor to younger officials. 
 
WASHINGTON – The National Football League Referees Association (NFLRA) announced the selection of Dean Look as its 

2018 Annual Honoree. The Honoree Award recognizes an NFL official’s outstanding career – both on the field and in support of 

the union. 

 

Look will be honored in April at the NFLRA’s Membership Meeting and Awards Banquet. 

 

His outstanding 29-year NFL officiating career began in 1972 at Line Judge before moving to Side Judge in 1978. Look wore No. 

49 for the majority of his tenure, which included assignments to Super Bowl XIII in 1979, Super Bowl XV in 1981 and Super Bowl 

XXVII in 1993. 

 

In the 1982 NFC Championship game between the San Francisco 49ers and Dallas Cowboys, Look signaled the historic winning 

touchdown pass by Joe Montana to Dwight Clark. The accurately called play, one of the most memorable in NFL history, has 

become known simply as “The Catch.” 

 

Beyond his championship record, Look is fondly remembered for his mentoring of rookie officials. 

 

“I was fortunate to work with Dean when starting my NFL officiating career,” said NFLRA Executive Director Scott Green. “Dean 

was always generous with his time, spending countless hours working with younger officials on the nuances of the game. He 

loved officiating and wanted to share the knowledge he’d gained so that we could all benefit from his experience.” 

 

Look’s own athletic accomplishments are some of the most impressive for an NFL official. A rare two-sport athlete, he played 

both football and baseball at Michigan State. The All-American quarterback led the Spartans to a shared National Championship 

in football in 1957 and topped MSU’s baseball team in six offensive categories to earn first team All-Big Ten honors in 1958. 

 

He was a first round draft pick by the Denver Broncos of the AFL but instead signed a professional contract with the Chicago 

White Sox and had his major league debut in 1961. He would follow that up with a stint in the AFL at running back, tailback and 

quarterback with the Buffalo Bills and New York Titans. 

 

Look was inducted to the MSU Hall of Fame in 2007. 

 

“Beyond his great contributions on the field, Dean will forever be an important member of the NFLRA family for his dedication to 

improving officiating and his contributions to the union,” said NFLRA President Tony Steratore. 

 

Look has been married to his high school sweetheart, Miki, for nearly six decades, and they now reside in Okemos, Michigan.  
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