
 

 

RON BOTCHAN NAMED 2019 NFLRA HONOREE 

The union recognizes Botchan for his 22-year NFL officiating career, including five Super Bowl assignments, and post-

field career as an NFL Trainer and officiating mentor. 

WASHINGTON – The National Football League Referees Association (NFLRA) announced the selection of Ron 

Botchan as its 2019 Annual Honoree. The Honoree Award recognizes an NFL official’s outstanding career – both on the 

field and in support of the union. 

Botchan will be honored in April at the NFLRA’s Annual Membership Meeting and Awards Banquet.  

“I attribute everything in life to being coachable,” Ron said.  

His exceptional 22-year NFL officiating career began in 1980 at Line Judge before moving to Umpire after just one 

season. Botchan wore No. 110 for the entirety of his decorated tenure, which included assignments to five Super Bowls 

(XX in 1986, XXVII in 1993, XXIX in 1995, XXXI in 1997 and XXXXIV in 2000), tying the record for most all-time. 

He was also selected to officiate a playoff game as a rookie, a rare accomplishment in the NFL. 

After retiring from officiating, Botchan went on to become a respected NFL Trainer and continues to mentor NFL 

officials during their early years.  

“Ron exemplifies everything NFL officials strive to be,” said NFLRA Executive Director Scott Green. “He had a stellar 

on-field career, one of the best at the umpire position as evidenced by his numerous post-season assignments. But his love 

for officiating is perhaps best illustrated by the years spent working with our newer officials on the finer details of the 

game. His selfless dedication to sharing his knowledge and expertise has benefited countless officials.”  

Botchan had his own stellar athletic career before he sported the stripes. He was a collegiate All-Conference baseball 

player and All-Conference at Occidental College. Drafted by the Baltimore Colts in 1957, he instead went to play football 

for the United States Marine Corps, earning All-Marine and All-Service team honors while with the Marine Corps Base 

Quantico and Camp Lejune teams. In 1960, he signed a contract to play starting linebacker and long snapper with the 

AFL’s Los Angeles Chargers and the next year was traded to the Houston Oilers where he added playing center to his 

resume. With those squads, he played in the first two American Football League Championship Games, before retiring 

from playing football due to a knee injury. 

He spent several years in the coaching ranks, including serving as head coach at Los Angeles City College, before starting 

his officiating career in 1972. He continued teaching at LACC, where he was a professor of fitness and health education 

for four decades. Botchan  gained officiating experience at every level before he was recruited away from the Pac-8 to the 

NFL in 1980. 

“This award is presented annually to an individual who demonstrates an unyielding dedication to NFL Officiating, to his 

colleagues and to the union,” said NFLRA President Tony Steratore. “Ron is incredibly deserving of this honor. His own 

on-field career combined with his continued service to other officials cement him as a lifetime member of the NFLRA 

family.”  


